Transfer of the latissimus dorsi as a salvage procedure for failed debridement and attempted repair of massive rotator cuff tears.
Seven patients who had a previously failed attempt at debridement and repair of a massive rotator cuff tear were managed with latissimus dorsi transfer. Patient age averaged 63 years and average follow-up was 31 months. All patients were evaluated with shoulder radiographs, Constant and Murley Scores, UCLA Shoulder Score, visual analog pain score, range of motion, and the Short Shoulder Form. Modest improvement was noted in forward flexion and abduction. Significant improvement was noted in shoulder function. Transfer of the latissimus dorsi as salvage for a previously failed repair of a massive rotator cuff tear is effective in providing pain relief and improving shoulder function.